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FIVE ARRESTED IN KNIFE SLAYING

Success of the flight into 
 pace made by Comdr. Alan 
Shepard F r i da y prompted 
the question asked for today's 
column.

"If you had been invited to 
make the flight In the space 
ship with Comdr. Shepard, 
would you have accepted? 
What would your thoughts 
have been prior to the launch 
Ing?"

June Lustig, 24002 Pennsy! 
vania Ave., Lomita, student

"No. I wou-  ' 
1 d n't have 
wanted to go 
along on that 
ride. If I had 
gone, I'd be 
wondering all 
the time if I 
Would make it 
back or not. 
J would take

"M..
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long slow look at everythin, 
the ground before I left.

Marta Gonzales, 20602 Marl 
posa, jewelry sales.

_"You cou 
Idn't have got 
ten me to gc 
on that flight 
I would have 
been thinking 
of my kids an' 
husband con- 
s t a n 11 y. I 
might not hav

 ««..,: .,.,   come back 
You have to have a certain 
amount of dare-devil in you t 
want to attempt something lik( 
that."

» * *

Lee Savage, 905 Fonthil 
student.

"I can't say 
I would liked 
to have gone 
because I 
know I'd have 
worried   about 
getting back 
in one piece. It 
was a great as­ 
set to our 
country. If I 
had gone, I'd really have tried 
to do a good job of it."

A Art Stcele, 3302 Newton St. 
JR-ead sales driver.

"Yes, I would 
have accept­ 
ed. It would 
have been 
real challenge 
and besides I 
like to fly, 
even though 
this was quite 
a bit more

__.._.. than flying. 
I know I would have been say­ 
ing a few prayers, I think 
they knew it wasn't going to 
fail or it wouldn't have been 
televised."

Julle Connor, 1B07 W. 247th 
Lomita, drug clerk.

"1 don't 
really think I 
would h a v e 
wanted to go 
along, Let tho 
men to this 
typo of 'thing. 
But I do 
think after 
yon really 
made up your 
mind to go, you would not 
let your thoughts dwell on 
family and friends; you just 

[iildn't or you might chang<
:ir mind."

OPENING DAY . . . More than 1000 Torrance Little Leaguers fill more 
than a block of Maple Ave. north of the Torrance Civic Center yester­ 
day as they prepare to take off on their annual opening day parade. The 
Little Leaguers and their guests paraded east on Marlcopa, south on

Crenshaw Blvd., and west to Madrona Ave. to give official notice that 
the 1961 season had arrived. In ball parks sprinkled all over the city, 
the cry later in the day was "Play Ball!"

(Herald Photo)

Insurance 
Man Heads 
Lions Club

Insurance executive William 
W. King, who resides at 25930 
Matfield Drive, was elected 
president of the Torrance Lions 
Club this week to succeed 
Ralph Morris, industrial rela­ 
tions manager of Rome Cable.

Other officers elected to 
serve with King during the 
coming year include Fred Bo- 
ren, Department o f Employ­ 
ment, first vice president; Dale 
Barter, North High School 
principal, second vice presi­ 
dent; Cecil Powell, assistant 
superintendent, Torrance Wa­ 
ter Department, third vice pre­ 
sident; Lysle Albro, school ad­ 
ministrator, secretary; and 
Clarence Clark, Bank of Amer­ 
ica, treasurer.

Other officers of the club 
will include Robert Williams, 
Halverson - Leavell Mortuary, 
tailtwister; Ernest E. Harris, 
architect, Lion Tamer; and 
board members Del Wright, 
realtor, and Paul Ludwig, dis­ 
pensing optician.

Installation has been sche­ 
duled for June 10, and the new 
officers will assume their dut- 
es as of July 1. '

Here on Tuesday

Airport Tower Bids 
Causing a Busy Day

Tuesday will be a busy day 
for officials at the city hall as 
they attempt to receive, and 
approve bids for construction 
of a new control tower at Tor­ 
rance Municipal Airport.

Airport Manager Jack Egan 
asked for the speedup to pro­ 
tect the wage rate decision of 
the Secretary of Labor which 
expires on Wednesday. The 
specifications of the project 
uses the current scale, Egan 
said.

Bids for the project are due 
in the city hall by 5 p.m. Mon­ 
day.

WORK WILL begin at 10 
a.m. Tuesday when the bids are 
opened in public by city offi­ 
cials. At 10:30 a.m., the airport 
staff, building department, en­ 
gineers, and others are sche­ 
duled to review the bids.

The airport committee of the 
ity Council is scheduled to 

take over at 11 a. m. and re­ 
view the bids.

At 2 p.m'., officials of the 
Federal Aviation Agency, 
which wjll pay 54 per cent of 
the cost, will take over the 
bids and review the proposals,

The design of the tower and 
its construction are subject 
to the FAA which will take 
over the operation for the city 
when the tower is completed.

Rites Held 
For Marine 
Jet Pilot

Military services were held 
this week for Second Lt. Rich' 
ard S. Welz, 24, a native of Tor­ 
rance, who was killed in 
crash of an F8U Crusader jet 
on April 28.

Lieutenant Welz, the son of 
Mi. and Mrs. Stephan Welz 
of Manhattan Beach, was born 
in Torrance and has many re­ 
latives here, including his

I ASCfN.VJKI) . . . IVte und Don Anson, sons of Mr. 
und Mrs, Huroid An.yin, lire shown Torrance Mre Dept. 
pumper by Knglnet'r Chuck Itcintsma. Hoys attend Tor­ 
rance Nursery School und made preview tour with oth­ 
er members und parents us Central Station held open 
'»Hisr Saturday. (Herald Photo)

iti< MAUD s. \vi;i,/ 
Military Kites Hold

grandmother, Mrs. Melvina 
Hcckwith, 1322 Kngrnciii Ave.

Oilier relatives here include 
w_ mints, Mrs. Frederick Cook 

;il '.'.'.'.m fin-son St., and Mrs. 
Joe llanlin, I7.'i(l Andreo Ave.

The Marine officer was kill­ 
ed when his Jet crashed while 
lie was on a training exercise 
lit Camp rendelton. lie had 
apparently just finished a straf­ 
ing run when his aircraft flam- 
3d out and crushed

Military rites) were conduct­ 
ed al El Toro Marine Air Sta- 
imi

FINALLY AT the 8 p.m. 
meeting of the City Council, 
approval of the winning pro­ 
posal is scheduled, and a con­ 
tract awarded, Egan said. Re­ 
commendations of the staff, 
FAA, and the Council's air­ 
port committee are scheduled 
to be ready for the Council 
at 8.

(Continued on page 7)

No Threat 
To Torrance 
Court Seen

Local backers of a drive to 
obtain permanent facilities of 
the Southwest District Super­ 
ior Court here   jubilant over 
the recommendation of a three- 
man committee of Superior 
Court judges in favor of Tor­ 
rance   had reason to keep 
their fingers crossed at week's 
end.

A special meeting of all the 
county's judges was called for 
4:30 p.m. Tuesday to consider 
the selection of a court site,

(Continued on page 7)

'Rumble' in 
Street Ends 
With Killing

Police will seek complaints Monday against fiv« 
youths held on suspicion of murder in connection with the 
"senseless" knife slaying of a 19-year-old Torrance youth 
this week.

The five men, ranging in ages from 16 to 20, are ac­ 
cused of participating in a|  
fight which erupted near Hic­ 
kory Ave. and Carson St. on 
Thursday night and ended 
with the death of a sixth man 
as a result of the melee,

Dying at the Little Com­ 
pany of Mary Hospital about 
two hours after the "rumble" 
was William Clark Conger, of 
5009 Sepulveda Blvd., who re­ 
ceived two knife wounds in 
the arm, one in the hip, and 
one in the head. A prelimin­ 
ary autopsy report given to 
Torrance detectives Friday 
evening indicated that Conger 
died from the loss of blood.

ARRESTED by Lt Don
Hamilton and Sgt. H. R In­ 
gram of the detective bureau 
w<sre Morris W; Gregory 20, 
of Hermosa Beach; Richard 
A. Snyder, 20, 1624 Fern 
Ave.; Jack L. Stover, 17, of 
18520 Burin Ave.; David J. 
Di Meglio, 17, Redondo Beach, 
and Dennis Amundsen, 16, of 
Redondo Beach.

Gregory and Snyder turned 
themselves in at the Torrance 
Police station after the bat­ 
tle, and the others were tak­ 
en into custody at the Little

Company of Mary Hospital. 
* * *

GRKGORY AND Snyder, 
who were in one car, told po­ 
lice Conger and the other 
three youths forced their car 
to a halt and started for them 
with various weapons includ­ 
ing a hammer, wrench and a 
chain.

The pair said they wer« 
forced to defend themselves 
with a pair of seven-inch bal­ 
anced throwing knives.

One of Conger's compan­ 
ions, Jack Stover, received * 
knife wound in the struggle 
which took place on Hickory 
Ave. about 100 ft. north ol 
Carson St.

«    
PIECING together the r» 

ports of the participants, de­ 
tectives said the two cars ot 
youths apparently met first at 
Maple Ave. and Torrance 
Blvd.

After exchanging words at 
the bouleva/d stop, the two 
groups proceeded east on Tor- 
ranee Blvd. to Hickory Ave., 
and then south to the point 
just north of Carson St.

A nearby resident attempt- 
ed to stop the fight, and thea 
called police.

FUTURE SPACEMAN . . . Cmdr. Alan B. Shepard (cen­ 
ter arrow) is pictured aboard the Carrier Kosevelt while 
serving in a Corsair squadron In 1048. Carl Kchols (left 
utrow) of 20532 Eastwood Ave. and now in the Insur­

ance business watched his friend on television as he be­ 
came the first American astronaut to control a spa e;h'p 
In a perfectly executed flight early Friday.

Former Squadron Buddy 'Xneiv' 
Shepard Would Be Astronaut

fty liOK WILTON
Herald Staff Writer

"Man, what a ride", was as- 
ronaut Alan H. Shepard .Ir.'s 

{.'.nulling remark In Hie men 
who picked him up at sea fol­ 
lowing his ride in a spacecraft 
named "Freedom 7".

This remark was echoed l>y 
Carl Kcliols who flew in the 
.same squadron and was in (lie 
  'ime llM'1,1 iiinl lest school-

tired as a full lieute- 
u the Navy and She- 
tinned on to become 
nder and be the first

flight into spar.- II; 
above the earth last I 1 ' 

Kchols, who lives a 
Kaslwood Ave., has bee 
insurance business sine 
tired n |jl,'>7 lie lulil II 
All) S-iltiMl.v Hi -i

Shepard would be picked as i an 
the pilot of the space ship 
since early last week when in 
a dream lit; saw his build) 
being locked in his capsule to 
await Hie lila .loll

i:olli I., :n,l anil 
wi M in Hie same 
aboard the ('airier l!o 
III Illlll and Hew Coi .-.: 
missions during this limi

 " stationed together 
n Jack Kiiville, l''la., for three 
y 'ars. The last lime the two 
p lots saw each other was in 
i\ irfolk. Va., when Kchols re- 
li 'ed from Naval service

The eves of the world were 
mi this historic break tlinmuh, 

lion and Kchols' were no exception 
ie\i-It along with his prayer for HUH 
is mi was his buddy in that boll- 
They shaped capsule perched on 111* 
VIM' i . -    .. if.. ( |siiin» t-o-ket.


